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E PIS TEE. 


Toalt th at's 


Young in the Truth, 


| And 
LATELY CONV NCEDx: 


Who walk with,atd afſetmble amongſt the People 
_ of. God called "Quakers ; that they may. eſcape 
the Wiles 'of Stan, and continue and walk in 


, the 1//ay. of, Righteouſneſs. 


|_ob A FE calling to Remembrance the Labours Hart. 
. ſhips, and Inward Travellin Pangs and 7 _ 
of the true Goſpel-Miniſters in the da 
old; and we knowing the {ame in onr day, in our 
which theApoſtle compared to a Traveling Woman,in 
ing forth her Child into the World, ſaying, of whom 1 Travels 
24h ag4in, till Chriſt be formed in you. 
And blefſed be the Lord, there are man te 
this our day not only of Inſtructers, but of {uch.as 
deep Travel have begotten many to God: and theſe Fa- 
che being once Children themſclyes, retain ii rheir Fa- 
therly. Pevels the ſenſe of: the Chudilh: Eſtate of we 
who arc come igwasdly to feel fore Renewiogs.an, | 
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| Ceramnry of all chelr ad Buildings, that now like to Fe- 

. Faſalemof old, for their Deſplſing and RejeRing the true 
Prophets, there was wot to bt one Stont left upon another, 

The 0/4 Serpent perceiving his kingdom to be Shaken 
by the Operation of that Divine Light, Grace and Power of 
God (which will admit of no terms any longer to be made 
with him, or any SubjeRion or Compliance in the leaſt to 
be yielded to himyor toany of his works) Every Plant now 
being to be pluckt up, that. the Heavenly Father bath not 
planted y,  yee, the Fig-'Pree that bears no Fruir, whete- 
by the Hungry may be relieved, muſt Wither by the 
Curſe of his Diſpleaſure, 

Thea this Crooked Serpent,thatis more Subtil then all the 
Beaſts of theField, twiſts & turns himſelf every way,if poſ- 
ſible, to entangle again thoſe that ate turning from his thick 
Darkneſs, to C hriſt's Marvellous Light, that hath ſhewed 
them where they have been, with whom they. have been 
converſing, and what they have been doing in the Dark, 
and what Path they muſt walk in, if they will arrive at the 
Land of Reſt, 

And thus we found Judgment to begin at the Houſe of 
God, in order tothe overthrowing & purging out of all that 
had defiled, that our Bodies might become the Temples of the holy 
Spirit, TS 
| Oh, the many Devices that the Enemy uſeth, that True 
Facyman might not take place | And when it did take place, 

ow did he transform himſelf, to make us believe his Sug- 
'geſtions, viz. That now'we had lain long enough in the Furnace, 
and the Tin & theDroſs was all eone,and nothing now was left but 
pure Gold. But when we at any time lent an Earto theſe his 
Deluſions, we found by Experience, that which he ſug- 
geſted tobe Gold, was bur Th» and nn Meitle, and , 
that he lycd unto us, when he ſaid, Ye had been long any 
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in the Refming Firt : Although the Fleſhly Part was glad. 
of this Tidings, hoping thereby its. Life would have been 
ſpared, and that a Birth of its Womb would ſerve for a Sa- 
crifice , for we found it was nar the Male of the Flock, but 
an Iſhmael inſtead of 1/aac,in which the Lord took no Delight. 

So that we ſaw, we muſt into the Furnance again, and 
there continue all the appointed time of the Father, ll ns 
deed we were changed into the flate of the precious Sons of Sion, 
truly comparable to fine Gold, __ | 

And this was the Way in which we waited, ' under the 
Great Tribulations and Sore Judgments; that we mite 
not only be Convinced, and take upa Reſt there, in that 
we, believed the words of Truth, and could Diſpure for ity 
bur that we might be Converted, and in the Spirit-of our 
Minds throughly Renewed , that we might be as Saviours upon 
Mount Sion, and as Workers together-in the Goſpel of our Lord Je- 
ſus,t0 help and firengthen theWeak Brethren and S$iſters,and ſpeak 4 
Word in Due Seaſon to the Weary Soul : which Work was not 
at all Weariſom tous, though our Hazards\and Hardſhips 
were great {ometimeste get a Hand to the Helpleſs Onesy . 
yet when once we got but a little hold, and wefelt them 
coming ncarer to Truth and ns, then our Hearts Rejoyced, 
and our Souls were right Glad. | 

And they whoſe Beauty was hid as with Bullruſhes, and 
{meered as with Mire, then they. appeared to be goodly 
Children : Theſe were Sweet Encouragements unto uss 
greatly refreſhing our Bowels, to behold theſe Priſoters 
thus ſhewing themſelves forth, which mhade us (with ma- 
ny more Faithful Brethren) not co loye our lives unto the * 
death.z but even for the traly Good Man, date todyc, 
when called thereunto. hint T0 HY 

The Spirit of thatblefled Man began fo to ſtir'ih/vur 
Boſogns, that we could even, (in aScnſe) 4 wiſhes our ſelves 
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Arcurſed for our Kindred, Angiatncine , 4nd Rugs men, that 
they alſo might feel what we felt, knowing apon what Ground 
they ſtood, and what Zeal they (as well as we, many of 
them) bad: but the true Knowledge of the Truth, as it is 
in [cſus, was wanting z the Vail of obſervations and Car- 
nal Apprehenfions being yet over the Heart, which nothi 
can remove but Chriſt z who « the Life and Light of Men, 
and Glory of his People Iſrael, 

There are many Witneſſes yet alive, who can teſtifie 
t9 theſe things, and much more chen we intend at this 
time to mention ; only ſome few particulars we may hint 
at, tothe end, That no Travellers towards Lion may turn aſide 
from the Foot-ſteps of the Flocks of the Companions, nor Err from 
the Right Way, 4s it was received aud walked in at the Beginning, 

O! what Fear and Holy Dread was upon our Spirits, 
left we [hould think our own Thoughts, or give way in the leaſt to - 
the fleſhly Motions of our own minds, or admit any of the Cares for 
the thinzs of this Life, or give way to any inordinate AﬀecFion to 
the neareſt and deareſt Relations, left thereby we ſhould be hindred 
inthe day of owr E ſpouſal: from being Chaſte Virgins unto Chriſt. 

Likewiſe, What Carefulneſs yon Words ! What Watchful- 
weſs to our Wayes ! What Heedfulneſs of our Company ! that we 
might keep our Conſciences clear, that our Lives and Converſa- 
tions might ſhew wits all men, that we are under the Government 
of Fefus, that wt might be manifeſt to God 5 Witneſs in every 
man's Boſom: andin theſe things the Lord Blefled us. 

Again, How Carefal were we, that we might not loſe one tittle 
of our Teſtimony by the keeping to the rag, of: erp we might 
net lift up the Prowd ſpirit in any, by mincing in that particular. 

And alſo, How did 0#r Moderation appear unto all men in our 
Meats, and Drinks, and Apparel,erc ? | 

And, How Inwardly Revired did we Walk, fearing to draw 
out the Minds of any into Unprofitable Diſcourſes 5 having « prin- 
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cipal regard wnto the Inward Exerciſe of our minds, left weſhould ® 
loſe owr own Conditions z which made us prize Retired Mettings, © 
in which we were ſenfible of the Teachings of the True Prophet from 
the Falſe, in our ſelves, and athers? Then we were ſetifible 
of the Living Word to-take deep root downward, that 
from thence we might bring forth Fruit upward, to the 
Praiſe of God: Defiring ye maywalk in theſe ſteps. 

Time would fail to tell of the Poverty of Spirit, Humility of 
Heart, Lowline(s of Mind, Brokenneſs of Soul, Contempt of the 
World, not only of its Glory and Riches, but of all its Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, counting it Droſs and Dung in compariſon of the Ex- 
celent Knowledge now manifefled is us through the Revelation of 
or Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

We cannot pais by that Godly Fear, which at that day 
was in our Hearts, /eff by Diſcourfing # Reading many Books, 
we ſhowld awaken again the Old Wiſdom and Underſlanding 
and again get the Notion of things in the Carnal Comprehen- 
ſion, and thereby loſe our Experimental Knowledge of the Inward 
Work of God in our own particulars: From which Experience 
we are careful to ſpeak about the things o: God , finding it 
our Safety and Preſervation, to keep to our own Meaſures 1 
and not rodeck our ſelves with the words only, or other.. 
mens Gifts, .nor yet to pride our ſelves with our former Ex+. + 
periences and Knowledge, though God's Jewels; accors. | 
ding to the Prophets words; F295 Ow 

Theſe things being witneſſed in the Beginning, we de.. - 
fire, exhort and advile all,eſpecially thoſe that are Young 
in the Truth, and newly convinced ot the Everlaſting 
Way,and make profeſſion of the ſame, that they be carctul 
to avoid all thoſe things which the Godly Fear exrs Cus tp a- 
void at the Beginning , and ſo much the more,beranſt vir E-. »- 
nemies and Oppoſers are waiting for all Occaſions to aſperſe the Holy 
Truth, andibeiruc Profeſſors of it : In which "practice they ; 
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* follow the ſteps of the Encmies of God in former times, 


who not only watched for Miſchief, to make Offenders for 
a word, but were ready to fall upon the Hindermoſt and 
Weakeſtamongſt them,and that when they were but new- 
ly Circumcis'd or, Convinc'd of the Truth,even while they 
were yet ſore, orin thedeep Exerciſe of their Minds. 
Then if they could draw them our to diſpute of any thing 
beyond cheir own Meaſure, they will Boaſt of that, and 
charge any Advantage . (that they have gotten from the 
Weak, or Newly Convinced) upon the whole Body , and 
put us, cither todeny the unlearned words that were ſpo- 
ken,or them that ſpake them (though their Intention were 
right) theſe men being willingly ignorant of, as well as 
cnvious againſt the Truth, and them that walk thercin, 

T heretore caſt nos your Pearls belore Swine, leſt they 
tura again,and rent you:So out of our Love to,and Care for 
the Truth, we deſire all ſuch Friends, and Convinced Peo- 
ple, To keep to their own Meaſures, truſting more in and unto 
the Simplicity of Chriſt manifeſt in themſelves, then to any Wiſ- 
com, Parts,or Arguments of their own, inthe Earthly or Natural 
Comprehenſion, 

For we have found by many years Experience, That the 
true Simplicity, and inward Poverty of Spirit, God hath 
alwayes had regard uato, beyond all flouriſhing Expreſſi- 
ons & guilded Speeches, that may charm,and take the out- 


'ward Ear, but never deliver thc Priſoner out of the Pit. 


| Neither hath theWork of God thus far proſper'd by ſuch 
Weapons of War, or words of Man's Wiſdom , but by a 
ſecret Vertue,that alwayes attended the truly Poorin Spi- 
rit, that did appear what they were only by Grace, andits. * 
_ upon the Conſcience; and to this day do all the true 
Labourers work with the ſame Tool or Inſtrument. 


And it youthat are Newly Convinced would be kept 
- » bvely 


lively in yourConditions to Godward,your growth muſt be 
—_ in walking in the Light, and keeping in the Grace of God 1 
and t 


en tor words,& knowledg they will come faſt enough . .- 


upon you, as God hath Service for you : and then, by ſo 
doing, you will both (ave your ſelves, and them that hear- 
you 4 and alſo, fruſtrate them that waie for Evil, 

From which Grace of God theſe thingsare written, and 
in the. ſame commended to your Conſciences , deſiring 
heartily, that in your own Meaſures of the ſame you ma 
be preſerved amengſt the Faithful Witneſſes of Jeſus, ſl 
your Dayes determined come to be accompliſhed, and you 
finiſh your Courſe with Joy, 


This from us (who Labout and Travel in the Work of the 
Goſpel, for the Advancing of the Name of the Lord). 
your Friends im God's Truth, 


London, the 15th 
"os need Ui f obn (rooke. 
Py T homas Greens 


